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the hot afternoon.

It was not that his father forced him to work,
but on his young shoulders was a head already
heavy with responsibility* and there was an
irresistible urge in him to work side by side with
his father and increase the family income*

The testimony of his long hours of work
comes from a school friend who wrote; ** In the
afternoon, I with other boys from the school, used
to play in the parade ground outside Ram Bagh*
and, when returning, I used to wait for my friend,
and we walked home together."

While his friends had been resting and playing
the afternoon away, Ganga Ram had added to the
resources of the family*

For years this work went on, summer and
winter, and the only relief from its monotony came
in the winter months when his father used to carry
the papers home and father and son would sit
together to finish them, sometimes reserving some
specially difficult piece to the early morning hours.

Such was the training which the hard school of
life was busy imparting to the young boy. whose
persistent industry in later years was to dazzle the
eyes of his countrymen.

His work as a dutiful son did not interfere in
any way with his progress at school His teacher
looked upon him as cleverness personified, and
nicknamed him "my c&afa&C* Hi* easy brilK*

marked him out asfirttboy in the school   But